TOP; all of Belinda's
designs come in an
ultrafine pewter-
and=sllver metal,

ABODVE and RIGHT:
These knobs and pull
are featured in the
Gk lime,
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| Making

Hardware
Into Art

Artisan Belinda Beaudoin
makes sure that when you
walk Into a beautiful room
the hardware catches
your eye,

elinda Beaudain believes vou can experi-

cice preces of art when vou pull open a

drawer or cabiner door. "People put a

lest oo ehoughe inte the cabiners, the

countertops, and the oo, but nor the
hardware,” she savs, “I'd like to change that”

Ax Adelier B, her studio in the Texas 1 Coun-
try, Belinda designs and casts exquisitely decailed
pulls and knobs that can dress up even |.|'||_' M
beautiful furniture, Her high-cnd hardware bears
designs inspired by hath nature and her love of
mwthology, “I'm parcial to designs with an Art
Mowveau feel,” she savs,

Belinda's been waork ing in metal since abowe
[N, b she's Deen an actise Far longer, W hile lis ing
in Dallas in che late 19805, she designed and bl
specialized props or che Dallas Theater Center.

In 1989, Belinda moved vo B hode Tslamd where she
began mak ing and selling metal jewelry, W% ‘anting to
der somicthing more functional, she dewvy Ivpeed her line
of decorative hardware in 2000 before moving hack
to Texas in 20403, '

She works in a house made of steel char she shares
with her hushand, Neal Baron, located outside of
Fredenckshurg amongst the wildfowers in Spring
and the bronze wild grasses in autumn

The first name of her company means areist’s
studio, or work room, and Belinda takes thar title
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seriously, creating shiny, sensuously shaped handles
with the look of small sculprures. Such art comes
with a price: Belinda's pulls range from aboat 320 to
neacly 5400,

“LEverything is made by hand,” she explains
“There's no mass production, and we don't jol o
anyching.” With a small staff, inchading Meal, cach
of Belinda’s meticulously cratred pieces ges old-
fashiomed, individual attention

Belinda's work differs from cheaper pulls com
moaly found in hardware stores because of the tech-
miques and matcrials she uses. Besudes handeasting
her pulls, she casts in “a higher-quality, ultrafine pew-
ter with sibver init” she says, *The silver rises so che
top and makes avery '.'.'l‘lil_';_' and bright finish.” The
end product is pure and has no roxic chemicals,

Arelier B hardware comes in suites, or scrs,
designed o be used togeeher in the same space, A Jot
ok USEOmErs want to d”‘ more I:I'I-\.’Il'.l e oo they
want o do the kitchen and the pantry, for exam |'||.{'_'
Belinda explains. “The hardware doesn’t all have to
b the same in both rooms, bat the items from differ-
ent suites should complement cach other”

Belinda halds each finished picce and looks at it
with a critical eve —and with obvious priche, It 15, after
all, a work of are,

To prerchase Afelier B products, oot atelierh,com,
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Palishing a finished
Bird in Hamd pul

How ilil:ll'f.."..h"u'f:.r'
Makes Art

THE MODEL

Sha makesa model by layi g o ut
mer design an & hall-inch-thick
shaet of metal

THE CARVING

Thean she carves che "\.l'lr'.l|]t"'_ saime
times directly through a sketch
glued to the metal. "Everything is
caryed into submission,”

THE MOLD

Eelinda uses the finished model
torcraft a rubber mald for making
tha basic shape of every subsa-
guent piece

THE CAST

Aftereach cast metal piece beavas
the mald, Belinda carves the [ing
details back in kejore palishing
thee final prosuct, "Whe finishit 1o
accentuate Che thres-dimensiona
ar the sculptural, aspect of it.” she
says. “Finally, wa seal Everytning
with a Clear vamish,”



